
REPAIR YOUR CREDIT TODAY!

CALL TODAY 
Youth Evangelism Center  482-1569

Our 12-step program helps you repair your credit and obtain a credit card.
NO CREDIT/BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM.

Classes will be held at the Bronson Centre 27211
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TOMORROW is the final day to enter your pick in
an online poll that will rank Ottawa’s worst roadway
for speeding. Visit Ottawa.ca for a link to the poll.

SOURCE: Ottawa.ca

Mark Mona-
han, execu-
tive director
of Ottawa
Bluesfest,
announces
headliners,
ticket sale
dates and
festival up-
dates at a
preview
event yester-
day for the
2006 festival. 

Blues lineup announced

Some big acts will be fea-
tured at Ottawa Bluesfest
this year, but one returning
engagement may not thrill
commuters.

In announcing the 2006
event lineup yesterday,
Bluesfest organizers con-
firmed that parts of down-
town streets would again be
closed to traffic to accommo-

date a venue — a late deci-
sion last year that annoyed
some councillors and down-
town motorists.

“Laurier (Avenue) will be
closed during operating
hours, and a small portion of
Lisgar, but there should be
very little impact to traffic,”
Bluesfest executive director
Mark Monahan said yester-
day at a preview event for
the 2006 festival.

The road closures were re-
quested just days before last
year’s events opened, but
this year they have been fac-
tored in early.

Featured artists will in-
clude Great Big Sea, Bonnie

Raitt, Sam Roberts, Etta
James, Nelly Furtado and
Jully Black. A complete list-
ing of performers is available
at ottawa-bluesfest.com.

The festival commits each
year to recognize local talent.
It has been hosting talent
showcases every Sunday at
Zaphod’s and up to 30 local
acts could get stage time.

In a nod to complaints of

litter, the festival has worked
with Arbour Environmental
Shoppe and Molson Canada
to provide beer cups made of
corn that can be composted.

Organizers consider the
Bluesfest a way of proving
Canada’s involvement in the
music industry.

“When you go to other
countries, they are saying
‘what’s going on in Canada,
it’s exploding,’” said Eugene
Haslam, a member of the
programming committee.

“Bring your dancing shoes,
come with an open mind and
an open heart,” he said.

Tickets go on sale this Sat-
urday.

Parts of downtown
streets again to be
closed for festival  

Airport 
soccer field
plan rejected
A developer’s last-ditch at-
tempt to build 30 soccer
fields near Ottawa’s airport
received a critical blow yes-
terday as council voted
against supporting the pro-
ject.

“It’s a sad day for Ot-
tawa,” said Larry Pegg,
owner of Ecoview Develop-
ments.

Ecoview has been working
towards building the world’s
largest soccer facility near the
future north-south light rail
corridor, on lands near the
Ottawa
Airport.
M a y o r
B o b
Chiarelli
a n d
council
v o t e d
against
support-
ing the
project
citing a lack of authority over
the airport lands.

“It is not within the city’s
authority to rezone this
land,” said Chiarelli. “It’s
zoned industrial now, which
is what the airport wants.”

But Pegg believes council
made a decision based on er-
roneous information, in-
cluding the zoning argument
made by Chiarelli.

“We want a fair assess-
ment,” Pegg said. “We are
absolutely devastated that
council is disregarding this
project.”

Some councillors did want
to send the item to a com-
mittee meeting so it could be
opened up to public debate.

“I think this is an impor-
tant issue and deserves de-
bate,” said Coun. Alex Cullen
(Bay ward). METRO OTTAWA

Organizers optimistic gay pride parade will still take place

Ottawa’s Pride Parade orga-
nizers are determined this
year’s event will go ahead,
despite recent financial woes.

“Neither the Parade nor the

Festival are cancelled at this
point,” said Tamara Stammis,
vice-chair of Pride Ottawa-
Gatineau. “We will … make a
decision when we have ex-
hausted all … possibilities.”

The group has rounded up
$12,000 in cash sponsorships.
It needs to raise $25,000 to

hold a parade. Two weeks
ago, council approved emer-
gency funding for the Tulip
Festival and Festival Franco-
Ontarien.

Gay Pride committee mem-
bers met privately with city
officials this week, but
stopped short of asking for

money, said Steve Kanellakos,
Ottawa’s head of festivals
and events. The meeting was
brokered by Coun. Diane
Holmes, whose Somerset
ward hosts the parade. She
refused comment on what
happened at the meeting.

Marion Steele of the Pride

committee said her group
may need to ask the city for
help — but not necessarily a
cash handout.  For example,
the city might assist by pro-
viding services.

“It’s not a concern the festi-
val will be cancelled,” she
said.  “We’re very optimistic.”

Raided farmer to
seek compensation 
EGGS An area farmer raided
by food inspectors recently
will seek compensation Mon-
day for the “willful destruc-
tion” of his property, while
offering for sale the type of
eggs that sparked the search.

Shawn Carmichael and
the Ontario Landowners As-
sociation (OLA) will serve
notice of claim to the Cana-
dian Food Inspection Agency
at the CFIA’s headquarters
on Camelot Drive in Ottawa,
Inspectors removed a truck-
load of allegedly ungraded
eggs from the farm.

No charges have been laid
against Carmichael since the
March 23 raid.

Council gives rural
voices more say
SUMMIT In the latest
changes to come out of this
fall’s Rural Summit, Ot-
tawa’s rural communities
will now have a greater say
in local issues and an impor-
tant new advocate at city
hall.

Agricultural and Rural Af-
fairs Committee will begin
working under its new man-
date this May, when the city
will also launch the new
Rural Issues Advisory Com-
mittee. The Advisory Com-
mittee will consist of a dedi-
cated group of rural volun-
teers who will make sure
that the city hears rural
points of view before issues
are decided. METRO OTTAWA

DAWN WASHINGTON
dawn.washington@metronews.cadawn.washington@metronews.ca
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safety first?

◗ Ottawa Airport Au-
thority spokesperson
Krista Kealey said
that the proposed
site is not compati-
ble with safety regu-
lations. The lands lie
directly beneath a
flight path.

CHRIS GILLCASH
chris.gillcash@metronews.cachris.gillcash@metronews.ca

in addition

◗ A new feature this year is
Power Hour, a blues jam event,
in which planned acts are com-
bined with performances from
people pulled from the audience.
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